
A rapidly evolving situation is currently taking place in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, where a deadly Ebola virus outbreak is spreading
quickly, and it has been confirmed that at least 2,344 people have been
infected in the epicenter of the outbreak, confirmed as of Saturday, June
20, 2026. The concern amongst healthcare workers is that the virus has
long been spreading within the country’s rural provinces, and this
particular strain is known as the Bundibugyo virus, with a fairly high death
rate between thirty and fifty percent and no known vaccine. It is the
fastest growing Ebola outbreak in modern human history, with an
exponential surge in deaths totaling at least 930 people. The lack of a
cohesive international response, in addition to socioeconomic challenges
in the region stemming from rebel violence and poverty, is fueling
concerns among the international community that these cases will
continue to spread within the region.

These sorts of health crises not only impact local populations but also
result in significant population displacement, which in turn worsens the
potential for further spread due to increased high-mobility contacts,
disrupted localized healthcare services, and the need to drive individuals
into cramped, unsanitary displacement camps. In the eastern region of
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), smaller outbreaks of the
Ebola virus have infiltrated camps for internally displaced peoples (IDPs).
The lack of proper sanitation and cramped conditions that often define the
realities of these camps allow the disease to spread quickly, prompting
widespread panic and population flight. In response to the outbreak,
surrounding nations have also closed off international borders to prevent
disease transmission. However, this has failed to prevent desperate
populations from utilizing informal crossings, thereby limiting the
effectiveness of health screenings and medical tracking at official ports of
entry.

GLOBAL HEALTH OUTBREAKS 
& MIGRANT SAFETY



In times of crisis, marginalized and vulnerable groups such as migrants
lack access to essential protections and often face the brunt of these
issues. As the migration of infected animals and humans can introduce
new pathogens and strains into a country, migrants are often barred from
entry when fleeing their homes due to “global health concerns.”
Conversely, when they find themselves in the epicenter of an outbreak,
their movement is greatly limited and the implementation of such control
measures without safety protections results in a greater number of deaths.
In fact, evidence from previous health emergencies demonstrates that
movement restrictions do not actually stop mobility; rather, people often
resort to informal and less-monitored routes. Outbreaks such as the
ongoing Ebola pandemic negatively impact all people in the region, but in
order to strengthen community-based prevention efforts and maintain
border health operations, expanded support for people in displacement
settings and conversations surrounding those in our community most
vulnerable to these crises are essential to bettering future preparedness
activities and response efforts.
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